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ABSTRACT

In the 1990s China started to explore web-baseéigorlanguage teaching. So far, some remarkabléezements
have been made and the study of web-based foraigguhge teaching has shown signs of diversificatidris
paper studies the current development of researciweb-based foreign language teaching in China,rsarizes
several problems in web-based foreign languagehiegc and proposes effective methods to make wsédba
foreign language teaching more scientific and difec
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INTRODUCTION

Web-based foreign language teaching refers togorkinguage teaching via the Internet. The studweij-based
foreign language teaching focuses on foreign laggueeaching activities. Despite many differencesvben
conventional foreign language teaching and web<bdeecign language teaching, web-based foreignuagg
teaching has incorporated the advantages of coiovahtforeign language teaching and has becomengoriant
part of foreign language teaching. Web-based forkEigguage teaching has its own unique strendgthseaks away
with the restraints of conventional foreign langeidagaching and introduces new teaching and resagrofethods.
Web-based foreign language teaching refines theestdional teaching method, but the targets and otdbjef
teaching remain unchanged. The studies of convaaltiforeign language teaching mode can also helpetier
understand web-based foreign language teachintharahalysis of the features and principles of Wwabed foreign
language teaching will help improve the effective@nef foreign language teaching. Thus it is a wengortant part
in the study of web-based foreign language teaching

STATUS QUO OF WEB-BASED FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHING IN CHINA

Web-based foreign language teaching has emergdtia960s along with the invention of computer. Axngce
then how to enhance the teaching quality of welethefsreign language teaching has long been thebiotsf
research in China. Relevant literature about coerpassisted foreign language teaching has beeroimgrgreatly
with the rapid development of computer technology.

Ever since people entered the information era, meghycators and experts around the world have pead t
attentions to computer. The earliest paper in Chinaut internet and foreign language teaching weddighed in
1987. In the period of 1997-1998, GU Peiya Et Alblished a series of internet and foreign languagehing in
the magazine of COMPUTER-ASSISTED FOREIGN LANGUAGBUCATION. In the 2 century, studies of
web-based foreign language teaching have embracpdriad of great prosperity. Figure 1 demonstrates
development trend of web-based foreign languagghteg in China in the past few years.
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From the figure above it can be seen that the tiendoving upwards as time goes on. Analysis shihas the
research range of web-based foreign language tegahiChina is relatively wide and many aspectsragarded.
They are:

1. Comparison between web-based foreign language teaching and conventional foreign language teaching
Features of web-based foreign language teachingliffetdences between web-based foreign languaghiteg and
conventional foreign language teaching are maitlyglied in this category of research. Li Xuejie afid Qian
(2006), Wan Jing (2001) found out the strengths ewmdknesses of web-based foreign language teading
comparing the features of these two types of edwtat methods. Moreover, promotion of web-basecditpr
language teaching based on the existing advantagdso a popular issue. Some probe into the caatibim of the
two. However, most of the researches only conduatedverall discussion, not producing any deemhisi That
made them less useful for the development of wededbforeign language teaching.

2. Web-based foreign language teaching mode and approach

This type of research mainly focuses on the linksbéning, communication, writing, reading, ananslating in the
teaching process with some teaching of grammarvandbulary included. They primarily focus on teacghmode
and method. The main stream of researches aimgét learners’ requirements in the learning protasag use of
internet and computer and help them succeed. Tdreréfis necessary to find out what foreign largguatudents
really need during learning. Figure 2 is aboutrarestigation of advantages of foreign language ioldie school in
China.

writing | listening | communication reading none
3.55% 3.81% 5.58% 34.81% 52.25M

Fig.2 Proportions of advantagesin English learning in a Chinese middle school

To sum up, research regarding this aspect focusgdanning of teaching which stays at an idealestaghout any
practical proof.

3. Participants of web-based foreign language teaching

This research targets participants who use inteéonednduct foreign language teaching as objetctiutlies on their
mental state, language learning method and mode Aet integral analysis is conducted to better wadé and
improve their studies, hopefully helping them sw@tteBesides, the research also tries to find owag of
stimulating participants to study positively andnsoiously. Except students, teachers are also estudi
Responsibilities and teaching abilities are themntaintent of the research. However, parts of stisdand teachers
are not integrated well. To enhance the effectetfdased foreign language teaching, they two reebd tombined
together and studied. Figure 3 shows the time ptigroof student using internet to study.
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PROBLEM S OFWEB-BASED FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHING IN CHINA

Since its emergence in China, web-based foreigguage teaching has been a more and more populer iiss
educational research area. Researches have alceadsed basically every layer. But problems stiise which
might possibly have bad effect on the developmémtedb-based foreign language teaching in Chinhéf/tare not
solved in time.

1. web-based foreign language teaching is constrained by theories of conventional foreign language teaching
Research of web-based foreign language teachingnstrained by conventional foreign language teacihnode.
Many studies ignored the features of web-basedigioréanguage teaching, just simply adopting theorod
conventional foreign language teaching. That wagesed to be an improvement of research but it omeéurned
into a bad outcome with research process beingitoplified. These researches not only abused therigs of
conventional foreign language teaching but alskedaio demonstrate the features of web-based forkeigguage
teaching. Therefore they meant nothing for theystuitl development of web-based foreign languagehieg.

2. Undue obsession with details of web-based foreign language teaching

Some researchers have wasted too much effort tty sin the detailed content of web-based foreigmuage
teaching. Such an obsession is not good for relsegrmoring the essence of the details. The reason such
problems exist is that the whole of web-based fpréanguage teaching is not mastered well. Deséadsnot studied
entirely but only from the surface. Some detaits @reremphasized.

3. Theory is more valued than practice

Many researches attempt to build up a grand neoré¢ieal frame of web-based foreign language tewrhy only
studying and analyzing the previous theories. Harewo breakthroughs will be made until practiogileration is
done. Under such circumstances, the number ofitreeof web-based foreign language teaching is bigréry little
of them are innovative and inspirational.

RESEARCH METHOD OF WEB-BASED FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHING IN CHINA

Research of web-based foreign language teachivgyyscomplicated. Thus an effective research methagteded,
which is action research method. First, many proklexist in the study on web-based foreign languegehing.
They can be turned into the direction of reseanath they can be solved through action research rdethbis
method offers strong protection to the emerged Iprob. Secondly, the research target of study on-hesied
foreign language teaching is to find out problemd solve them in the researches covering everycaspe factor.
In this process, the effectiveness of web-basedatttin can be improved, which is also the objectifaction
research method. Lastly, this method suggests ahtibn and research should be conducted simultahgou
requiring researchers to keep adjusting the relBesamcbeme and turn the teaching process a resesrcbsg. This
method is also given attention in web-based foréagiguage teaching. Since web-based foreign laregtesrhing
is a new teaching mode, its stability is low andtsndevelopment many X factors exist to genemafieiénce. That
means there will be many unknown problems. So rekees are required to make adjustment in line withnew
situation and keep optimizing web-based foreigmgyleage teaching.
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PROSPECT OF WEB-BASED FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHING IN CHINA

With the progress and development of the era, Ghot@amputer networking technology has been beingraved.
Hence research of web-based foreign language tepchliso needs to catch up the pace. As to the efutur
development of web-based foreign language teackixuggrts and teachers must have their thought@ufinok of

its developmental trend is very necessary.

Status quo of web-based foreign language teachiidhava key point in future researches. So areescorrent
researches. Main aspects of study on web-basemyfiol@Enguage teaching in the future are mentiomeMaodern
foreign language teaching in China: theory, practiod method. They are research on theory, researtdarning
system and mode, planning of web-based foreignuiagg teaching scheme, teaching mode and planrchsea
participant, research on teachers and assessmehaniem of web-based foreign language teaching.

Some problems occurred in current researches apetlaé main content of the future study of web-taseeign
language teaching. The future research directidinbei consistent with the current one. With reshascregarding
these problems being deepened, positive effecthibeg on assessment mechanism of web-based fdagignage
teaching will be more and more obvious. Then thenection between studies of web-based foreign aggu
teaching and web-based foreign language teachithgevstrengthened.

In the past few years, CET-4 and CET-6 have beastantly reformed in China. Related issues wilbdie a
direction of the future studies of web-based famelgnguage teaching. There will be many problemghim
researches on finding ways to serve effectivelyftineign language examination through internetfé8pfeasibility
of online language tests is still doubted. Nevdetb® we should hold our faith and bear in mind tith thorough
exploration, the development of online languagést@sll be a positive driver for the developmentstfidies of
web-based foreign language teaching.
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