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ABSTRACT

Through the website of International Water Manageimestitute, the referenced evapotranspiration JEWas
found which was calculated by the meteorologicahdduring 1961-1999 from 147 stations in Sichuanwirce.
Further, according to the crop coefficients of ricraize, wheat, rape, the water requirements (EThain crops
were estimated by using Food and Agriculture Orgation (FAO) Penman-Monteith equation. The spatial
distribution characteristics of Ewere drawn by Spatial Interpolation method by meainGeographic Information
System (GIS). Results showed that: (1) the maxiandrminimum of Ejfwere at summer and winter respectively,
and the maximum of FTin three climatic sub-zones occurred at differéntes; (2) the crop growth stage was
different, so ET of different crop was significgndifferent, and ET of crops at the same regiomnfitaigh to low
were: rice> maize> wheat> rape; (3) spatial disttition of crop water requirements changed largehd ¢he high-
value zone of crop water requirement was mainlyritisted in the southwest mountain areas, and tbstrareas of
Aba belonged to low-value zone.
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INTRODUCTION

Using the historical climatic data to analyze tlaeiation characteristics of water requirement wdhtribute to have
a deep and good understanding of water requiretoetite drought and flood regularity of occurrenceler the
circumstances of Global Warming. In terms of theiateon of water requirements for main crops, Taetg
al[1]calculated the potential evapotranspiration {EIh every month by using the Penman-Monteith eiquat
according to the monitoring data of 10 meteorolafystations during the years 1951-2009 in the Nfig hui
Autonomous region, and Kriging interpolation showealt ET, decreased from north to south in the study area. G
et al[2] analyzed the temporal and spatial distributtbaracteristics and the variation tendency ofpibiential ET

in the main ten watersheds of China, and discugsechain climatic factors which causing the vaoatof potential
ETo. Yanget al [3] analyzed the temporal and spatial variatiorwafter requirements for main corns in growth
period and irrigation period at spring and summethe Yellow-Huaihe-Haihe region, and discussedctireelation
between the water requirements for crops and dlinfattors. Wanget al [4] probed into the spatial distribution
characteristics of water requirement for wheat ilddie Reaches of the Heihe River by using the nwihfoGIS,
and the results showed that the water requiren@nigheat presented an increasing tendency fromhsuhorth.

Li et al [5] analyzed the information of water requiremefds single-cropping and double-cropping rice i th
Middle and Lower Reaches of the Yangtze River, gnedwater requirements of single-cropping rice dased in
growth period.

Nowadays, there is a lot of researches about therwequirement of crops in Sichuan Province.
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For example, Zhangt al [6] analyzed the relationship between the vanmaid field water budget and climate
change for three crops in the growth period in Gchdifferent climatic zones over nearly 40 yedi®uet al [7]
analyzed the variation and the period charactesistif the atmospheric precipitation in Sichuan. rCaeal [8]
investigated the variation characteristics of, B main crops and the principal climatic factorss basin stations
and 5 plateau stations in Sichuan Province froml11@62009. But the studies by using the method I8 @r
allocating the water requirement of crops do natehbeen much applied in Sichuan Province. So thisleawas
based on historical climatic data and data of énofhe growth period, through the analysis andudatton of the
water requirement to the four main crops: rice,z@awheat and rape for 147 meteorological stationthe ground.
According to the climatic and geographical differes of different areas, a detailed study was madthe main
crops water requirements in Sichuan, which can igeowa scientific basis for monitoring the soil niaig,
evaluating regional water resources, planing asigdéng the farmland and water conservancy engingemaking
the field irrigation plan and adjusting the plagtiof crops.

EXPERIMENTAL SECTION

Study Area: Sichuan is located in the Upper Reaches of thgt¥anRiver in the southwest of China. The longitude
is between 97°21'E and 108°31’ E and the latituwledtween 26°03'N and 34°19'N. It is over 1075 konf east to
west, 921 km from north to south with an area &,880 kn, including 181 counties (city, district). Sichuisrthe
fifth largest province in China. The landscape ich8an is complicated, which is mainly mountaindaAs a whole,
the east is the Sichuan basin and the westerngpaldteau and mountain region. Thus, Sichuan deduour types
of landscape: mountain, hill, plain and plateauchttiave the proportion of 74.2%, 10.3%, 8.2%, 7t8%pectively.
According to the geographical climatic charactasstand the national standard of the Chinese Melegical
Geographic Distribution, Sichuan Province can hédéid into three climatic zones: (1) the EastersiBancluding
Guangyuan, Mianyang, Deyang, Chengdu, Bazhong, @gzNanchong, Guang’an, Sui'ning, Ziyang, Neijiang,
Zigong, Meishan, Leshan, Ybin, Luzhou and the Yimgj Tianquan, Lushan, Baoxing, Mingshan of Ya'aity.C
This area belongs to the subtropical moist climatigionEand it is warm and humid with hot rainy season
throughout the year. The annual average temperatinges from 14 to 19 , the annual average precipitation
ranges from 900 mm to 1200 mm, and annual surtigte throughout is about 1000 h to 1600 h whicbris of the
less sunshine area in China. (2) the Western Riaiaaluding Ganzi and Aba. This area belongs ® dlpine
climate zone without summer season throughout #a gnd with a long winter. It has an obvious dny aainy
season. The annual average temperature is grbateBt , the annual average precipitation mostly rangas 600
mm to 700 mm, and the annual sunlight time is ab®@0 h to 2700 h. (3) the Southwest Mountains Area
including Panzhihua, Liangshan and the Hanyuarm@ii in Ya’'an City. This area belongs to the subitral semi-
humid climate zones, and it is not distinct in ther seasons. The annual average temperature ig 460 to 20

in the valley and 5 to 15 in the mountains. It has great difference of gitation in every region and is clear by
drought and wet season .The annual average prg@pitranges from 800 mm to 1200 mm, but precipitadf the
valley of the Jinsha River is less than 400 mm. dimeual sunlight time is about 2000 h to 2500hcWiis twice the
eastern basin.

Data of ETy: The values of EJwere taken from the website of International Watlenagement Institute(IWMI)
which based on the data from meteorological statiom the ground of the 147 counties in Sichuan iRcevand
were calculated by the method of Penman-Monteithaggn that was recommended by Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO). The distribution of meteorologji stations is shown iRig. 1.

* Station 0 75 150 300 KM
= City I R

Fig.1 Distribution of meteorological stations in tke study area, Sichuan Province

538



DENG Yu et al J. Chem. Pharm. Res., 2013, 5(12):537-542

Water Requirements: Crop water requirement (ET) refer to the amountvafer required to compensate forgT
losses from a cropped field, on the condition thatcrops have a high yield in the specified pemddch have a
proper soil moisture and fertility without injurisunsects. Crop water requirement includeg Biid the water
requirement of photosynthesis which is negligibieah[9]. So, in the production practice, the 3 similar to the
crop water requirement under normal growth condgja0]. In the whole growth perideéicrop water requirement
will vary with the growth stage, especially theatigus growth stage needs the maximum water.

Thus, theoretical crop water requirement can béacep by EF. By using the method of crop coefficients to
calculate the crop water requirement in some petluel calculation of the water requirement ET iis tirticle is as
following:

ET=KcxET,

In the formula, ET: water requirement in the cadtinlg period, ET. evapotranspiration in the corresponding time,
Kc: the crop coefficient which reflects the croperacteristics of itself that have an effect oneva¢quirement, for
example, the type and variety of crop, growth ptdad the population of leaf areas, and others.

Crop Coefficient: The main crops in Sichuan province are wheat, maire and rape throughout the year.
According to the data oAgricultural meteorological Resourcés ChinaEthe value of Kc was not the same for
different crops in different growth stages. FAO fioned a lot of crops’ Kc on the basis of the maxperiments all
over the world. In terms of the practical situationSichuan Province, crop coefficients in thecetiwere gained
from the FAO-56[11]and’he Main Crop Coefficient Kc Table in Sichuan Pnog Table 1 are listed for the main
crops. The values of Kc in the initial, mid-stageveell as the late stage were corresponding wigritig, blooming
and ripe stage. At first, Kc would be very low hetgerminating stage, but gradually with the growfticrops, the
Kc would increase to the maximum when the cropsewierthe vigorous growth period. And with the métuof
crops, Kc would decrease slowly.

Tablel Crop Coefficient in different growth stages

crop Kcinitial Kcmid Kc late

rice 0.6 1.2 0.6
maize 0.5 1.15 0.6
wheat 0.3 1.15 0.25
rape 0.4 1.15 0.35

The Distribution of Water Requirement Based on GIS:The limited number of climatic monitoring stations
caused restricted data of the crop water requiréimenalculating from the Penman-Monteith equat®ecause the
different crop water requirements were changingpace, water requirement can be regarded as thial spalysis
object, which has the characteristics of presergeggraphic position in GIS. Thus, data of therergtudy area can
be obtained by using the Spatial Interpolation metiThat is to say, making full use of the cropavatquirement
in the known climatic stations can inquire by meah$IS into the data in undiscovered climatic istad in the
study area. In order to reveal the spatial distidlburules of main crops in Sichuan Province, saleaed data base
was established by using the coordinates of 14Watic stations on the ground and the four main £ropter
requirements. Next, the data were led into ArcGiScessed through the Inverse Distance-weighedpok&tion
(IDW), and then spatial diagrams of the crop wadguirements were produced.

RESULTS AND ANALYSIS

Dynamic changes of ETO characteristicsFig.2 displays the annual average Eh dynamic changing curves,
month by month in different regions and shows thay firstly increased, then decreased on the wholee Th
maximum and minimum of Blwere at summer and winter respectively, and idga#ly rose in spring and declined
rapidly in autumn. Furthermore, the period from Bmaber to January in next year was at the minimuwel lef ET,

in the whole year. On the other hand, the maximdife Ty occurred at different times. The maxima ofoET the
southwest mountains area, the eastern basin andetstern plateau were at April-May, July-Augusty &tay-July
respectively. Seeing from the different areas,aherage E{ in the southwest mountains area was mainly higher
than in the eastern basin and in the western plateal the average gin the eastern basin was slightly lower than
the western plateau, except in the April-Septenpleeiod.
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Fig.2 The changing curves of annual average BT

The Spatial Distribution Characteristics of Crop Water Requirement: Fig. 3 shows the spatial distributions of
water requirements for four main crops during th@agh period in Sichuan Province.

Rice: Rice is one of the main crops in Sichuan Provimtgch is mostly planted in the eastern basin arel th
southwest mountain area, and it has a little pathé western plateau. Fig. 3a shows that theavesage annual
water requirement was between 471.15 mm and 64#4r85n the whole province, but it had a great diitgrs
different space. The high-value zone of rice wadguirement is mainly distributed in the southwestntain areas
and the eastern basin’s Chengdu, Deyang and paMiariyang and the value ranged there from 590 mm to
644.55mm. Most area of the western plateau beldagthe lower-value zone for rice average annualewat
requirement, which was between 471.15 mm and 530khoneover, the value of the eastern and southernipa
the eastern basin was in the middle level, whiclyea from 530 mm to590 mm.

Maize: Maize is mainly planted in the eastern basin amdsthuthwest mountain areas. From Fig. 3b, the maize
average annual water requirement was between 39%and 551.61mm in the whole province, but it hagteat
diversity in different space. The high-value zofiehe maize water requirement is mainly distributegr most of

the southwest mountain area. The value ranged #899nmm t0o551.61 mm. The southeast of the westextegul,

the north of Ya'an, the south of Leshan and thetsotiLuzhou belong to the lower-value zone, whigds between
292.57 mm and 443.36mm. Moreover, the value of ¥ala&shan, Luzhou and the central, south of thez{darthe
eastern basin were in the middle level, which rdrfgem 443.36mm to 499mm.

Wheat: Wheat is one of the main crops which all have hg@anted in Sichuan Province. From Fig. 3c, theathe
average annual water requirement was between 2&64#nd 521.15mm in the whole province, but it hagteat
diversity in different space. The water requiremienthe study area decreased from south to ndmtt, was, the
southwest mountain area was the high-value zomeheht water requirement which was between 400.72amdn
521.15mm. The east and north of the basin, théwweitern part of Ganzi and the most area of Abhedding to the
low-value zone, which was between 266.46 mm and1®h8m.

Rape: Rape is one of the main crops in Sichuan Prowvitieh has a great cultivated areas in the plainthachill
area, and in some southwest mountain areas andvelseern plateau. From Fig. 3d, the rape averagerwat
requirement over the years was between 248.19 nim@8.34mm, and it also had a great diversity ffedint
space. The rape water requirement decreased framm $0 north, but it had an increasing trend towatide
northeast. The southwest mountain area and the passtareas of the Leshan, Luzhou are the highevatine
which was between 400.6 mm and 492.34mm. The Iduevaone was mainly distributed in the most pagaarof
Aba, Chengdu, Deyang, Mianyang and the northwe$afzi. The value ranged from 248.19 mm to 293.33mm
The most area of the Ganzi, some part of the Ziyatgjiang, Guangyuan, Dazhou and Bazhong in tleeea
basin were in the middle level, which ranged frd®3.33 mm to 400.6mm.
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Fig.3 Spatial distribution of water requirements fa main crops (a. rice, b. maize, c. wheat, d. rape)

In generally: (1) at space, the spatial distributad water requirement had a great diversity foeriwheat, maize
and rape. Maybe the largely different climate wotddise the spatial distribution in the easternrpdise southwest
mountain area and the western plateau; (2) for, ndeeat, maize and rape, there were different craper

requirement, because the difference of the cropvifirgperiod and the crop coefficients would conttéoto the

different crop water requirement; (3) the differendps in growth period were at different seasomsteover, the
water requirement of different crops in the sangiore were different. The relation was: rice > nealz wheat >
rape, and it was the same as the research reduili {f2].

CONCLUSION

By analyzing retrospectively the main crops watsguirements for rice, maize, wheat and rape dutB@fl-1999
(40 a) in Sichuan Province, the conclusions arfelésys:

(1)The maximum and minimum of ETwere in summer and winter respectivElgnd December-January of next
year were the lower-value of g TMoreover, the maxima of Ein different areas occurred at different times.
(2)The spatial distribution of the water requiretsefor four main crops presented a great differefidee water
requirement in the southwest mountain area wasehigitan that of the eastern basin and the westatequ. At the
same time, the most part of Aba belongs to thevalue zone.
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