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To tackle the current opioid overdose epidemic, effective community-based activities are urgently required. 

CommunityReadiness (CR) has been connected to community support for collective action, which has been linked 

to the efficacy of community-wide preventative initiatives and behaviour change as a result of such strategies. The 

link between CR and two indices of opioid overdose was investigated in this study. A survey of country health 

directors evaluated CR to address drug overdose prevention programmes, surveillance measures of opioid overdose 

collected from death records and emergency departments, and two indicators of general health-related status were 

among the data collected at the county level. We discovered that CR rates were positively connected with opioid-

related mortality (but not morbidity) in counties, and that this association held even when health status was taken 

into account. 

 

  

Countries with high rates of opioid-related death were also more likely to have residents who were well-informed 

about their country's opioid overdose concerns, according to their health directors. These findings are positive in that 

they imply that communities in high-risk areas are willing to choose and implement prevention techniques like those 

proposed by Project Lazarus, which aims to increase capacity, infrastructure, and awareness. However, the evidence 

for our first hypothesis was equivocal, as we did not discover a comparable connection between CR and opioid-

related emergency department visits. This discovery caused us to wonder why their relationship was so strained. 

 

The proportion of opioid overdoses resulting in ED visits to deaths is anticipated to differ significantly across 

country. In 2012, take-home naloxone was not widely available; therefore this is unlikely to be the cause of the 

disparity. A low ratio of county-level ED visits to overdose-related fatality may highlight the need to improve 

emergency service access, raise knowledge of these services if they are available, or advertise the Good law's 

requirements to encourage quick reporting. 

 

It's also possible that the types of poisonings that result in ED visits rather than death differ, such that small children 

and women are more likely to visit EDs after an overdose than adult males. Furthermore, opiate overdose 

occurrences, like drowning or suffocation, can result in death or, if successfully treated in the community, people 

who overdose may refuse further medical help. Their chances of dying as a result of a later overdose may increase. 

Finally, it's plausible that overdoses that end in deaths receive far more attention-and consequently public 

awareness-than those that result in ED visits. If this is the case, mortality would be more likely than morbidity to 

DESCRIPTION

raise community awareness and prompt action. These numerous explanations are at best speculative, and hence 

warrant further examination. 
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The second premise of our investigation was also partially confirmed. That is, we discovered a link between the total 

CR scores of health directors and the RWJF's indicator of their county's overall health outcomes and health 

variables. Healthy communities, as one might anticipate, appear to be willing to take steps to improve their health. 

On the other hand, if efforts to plan and implement opioid overdose prevention initiatives are to be successful, we 

believe that special focus should be paid to strengthening readiness to change in communities with low health 

indicators. Anyone interested in health and community development should know how prepared a community is to 

confront a certain issue. A community cannot be expected to handle a public health issue before it understands the 

magnitude of the issue. Tools like the CR model from the Tri-Ethnic Centre recommend activities that will improve 

a community's preparation for each stage. These tools can help community members and leaders design stage-

appropriate tactics and exploit available resources when used in conjunction with Project Lazarus and other relevant 

substance addiction prevention capacity-building models. 

 

CONCLUSION 
 

CR is often regarded as a necessary condition for the successful adoption and implementation of community-based 

methods to address local public health issues. The idea of CR was applied to the community-based implementation 

of drug overdose prevention initiatives in this study, and it was discovered to be favourably connected with opioid 

overdose-related mortality. As a result, all other factors being equal, the counties with the most serious opioid abuse 

issues appear to be the best prepared to deal with them. 


